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The administrative system and the method of local
government bear in their general traits a considerable
resemblance to those of Prussia.

In Bavaria1 the constitution, which dates from 1818,
was modeled a good deal on that of the king- Bavaria.
dom of Westphalia, and in spite of later
changes bears the trace of French ideas. The
process of amendment is somewhat peculiar, for not
only is a two thirds vote required in each chamber on
three separate occasions, but the right of the Landtag
to propose amendments, which was originally denied
altogether, is still restricted.

The King2 has the usual powers, and there is the
ordinary provision that his acts must be countersigned.
By royal ordinance, indeed, the most important acts
require the signatures of all the ministers.

The Landtag has two chambers, of which one, the
Heichsrathy is composed of the royal princes, of crown
officers and high ecclesiastics, of mediatized nobles, and
of members appointed by the king in heredity or for
life. The other, the Abgeordnetenkammer, consists
of one hundred and fifty-nine members chosen for six
years by electors, who in turn are chosen by the peo-
ple, the franchise extending to all men who pay direct
state taxes.3 The electoral districts return from one to
four members apiece; and, subject to certain general
provisions of law, are determined not by statute but by

1  See Von Seydel, Bayern, in Marquardsen.

2  The present King being insane, the royal power is actually exercised
by his uncle Luitpold as regent.

8 Th* ballot is secret.   An absolute majority is required for election.
The members are paid.
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